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1. Transmittalof the translation to the applicant 

^ ^fS^lSi^^ transmite herewith a copy of the EngUsh tawslation of the internaUonal pieliminaiy report on 

' StembHITy ?Sapt« n5 ^^xs herewith a copy of the English translation of the international preliniinary report on 

2. Transmittal of the copy of Uie translation to the designated or elected Offices. 

Sfic« re'SS^r^Sn: '^^''^'^ '^'^^ °f *^ to the following designated or elected 

None 

EC Ee" eg EP F^' pJ'r^-i^'^t' ^"^^ CO. CR. CU. CZ. DE, DK. DM. DZ. EA. 

. w'...' r3 GM, HR. HU, ID. IL, IN. IS. JP. KE KG KP KR KZ LC LK LR LS LT LIJ 

SY.TJ.TM.TN.TR,TT.TZ,UA.UG.US.UZ. VC. VN.YU.ZA.ZM.ZW . ou. oc. ov^. jmv. 

3. Reminder regarding translation into (one of) the ofQcial language(s) of the elected OfBce(s). 

JJ^t'SSf ttanslation of the international application must be furnished to an elected Office, that translation 

must contain a translation of any annexes to the mtwnational preliminary report on patentability (Ch^ter H). 

ipliSblSStffiTfn IVr^'^'^^'rl'T^^^^ translation directly to each elected Office concerned witUn the 

appucaoie tune iunit (Rule 74.1). See Volume H of the PCT Applicant's Guide for further details. 
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INTTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 
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(PCT Rule 44bis) 


40cdh/229177 


FOR FURTHER ACTION 


See item 4 below 


Internationa] application No. 
PCT/EP2004/003904 


International filing date (day/montfi/year) 
14 April 2004 (14.04.2004) 


Pri ori ty date day/month/year ) 
22 May 2003 (22.05.2()03) 


mtemauonai ratent Classification (8th edition unless older edition indicated) 
See relevant information in Form PCT/ISA/237 


HYDAC PROCESS TECHNOLOGY GMBH 



1. This international preliminary report on patentability (Chapter I) is issued by the International Bureau on behalf of the 
International Searching Authority under Rule 44 bis, 1(a). 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 6 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

In the attached sheets, any reference to the written opinion of the International Searching Authority should be read as a reference 
to the international prelinunary report on patentability (Chapter I) instead. 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the report 
Priority 



X 


Box No. I 




Box No. n 


□ 


Box No. ni 


□ 


Box No. IV 




Box No. V 


□ 


Box No. VI 


□ 


Box No. Vn 


□ 


Box No. Vni 



Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability 

Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 



4. The International Bureau will communicate this report to designated Offices in accordance with Rules 4Abis3(c) and 93bisA but 
dateXKS) applicant makes-an express request under Article 23(2). before the expiration of 30 months from the priority 
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Facsimile No. +41 22 740 14 35 


Telephone No. +41 22 338 89 75 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 

(PCT Rule 43WJ.1) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 

40cdh/229177 



International application No. 

PCT/EP2004/003904 



Date of mailing 
( day/month/year) 



FOR FURTHER ACTION 

See paragraph 2 below 



International filing date (day/month/year) 

14.04.2004 



Priority date (day/month/year) 

22.05.2003 



International Patent Classification (IPC) or both national classiHcation and IPC 



Applicant 

HYDAC PROCESS TECHNOLOGY GMBH 



This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 
1^ Box No. I Basis of the opinion 

Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 43Wj.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



□ 
□ 



Box No. II 
Box No. HI 
Box No. IV 
Box No. V 



□ 
□ 
□ 



Box No. VI 
Box No. VII 
Box No. VIII 



Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 



FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for international preliminary examination is made, this opinion will be considered to be a written opinion of the 
hanTh ^o"^! ^ h T'7pp r""^ Authority riPEA") except that this does not apply where the applicant chooses an Authority other 
han th,s one to be ^hc IPEA and the chosen IPEA has notified the International Bureau under Rule 66.16iXb, that written opinions of 

this Internationa! Scarchmg Authority will not be so considered. k * 

If this opinion is, as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA, the appUcant is invited to submit to the IPEA a 
^^Ql!?ln T^^'' u ^PP.«>P"«^«' amendments, before the expiration of 3 months from the date of maUing of Form 

1/I5A/220 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date, whichever expires later. 
For further options, see Form PCT/ISA/220. 

For frnrther details, see notes to Form PCT/ISA/220. 



Name and mailing address of the ISA/EP 



Facsimile No. 



Authorized officer 



Telephone No. 



Form PCT/ISA/237 (cover sheet) (January 2004) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORm' 



International application No. 

PCT/EP2004/003904 



Box No. I 



Basis of this opinion 



With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

CD This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following language 

' ^^^<^^ is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under 

Riile 12.3 and 23. 1(b)). 

V\ iih regard to any nucleotide and/or amino add sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the claimed 
invcniion, this opinion has been established on the basis of: waimca 

a. lyiK* of material 

I I a sequence listing 

I I tablc(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material 

I I in written format 

I I in coii^uter readable form 

c. time of niing/fumishing 

I I contained in the international application as filed. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
I I furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

[]]] In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table(s) relating thereto has been filed or 
riirnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in the appUcation as 
lilc<l or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished 

Aikliiion:il comments: 



Form PCT/ISAy237 (Bo.\ No. -I) (January 20CM) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 

PCT/EP2004/003 90 4 



Box No. II 



Priority 



□ 



The following document has not yet been furnished: 

copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 43bis. 1 and 66.7(a)). 
translation of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 43bis.i and 66.7(b)). 

Consequently it has not been possible to consider the validity of the priority claim. This opinion has nevertheless been established on 
the assumption that the relevant date in the claimed priority date. 

2. Q This opinion has ^J";" «tablished as if no priority had been claimed due to the fact that the priority claim has been found invalid 

(Rules 43bisA and 64.1). Thus for the purposes of this opinion, the international filing date indicated above is considered to be the 
relevant date. 

3. Additional observations, if necessary: 



Form PCT/ISA/237 (Box No. H) (January 2004) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 


International application No. 

PCT/EP2004/003904 


Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bi&l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicabilitv 
atations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. Statement 








Novelty (N) 


Claims 1 — 8 








Claims 




NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 1—8 




YES 




Claims 




NO 


Industrial 2q)plicability (lA) 


Claims 1—8 




YBS 




Claims 




NO 








2. Citations and explanations: 








(1) US-A- 


-2 184 243 






(2) EP-B- 


-0 968 039 






(3) FR~A- 


'2 718 065 







The filter element according to claim 1 originates 
from document (1) as the closest prior art. The 
claimed filter element differs from this prior art 
by the characterizing features of claim 1, These 
features solve the problem of cleaning the magnetic 
separator in the filter element when the filter 
element is backwashed. 

The remaining prior art does not provide any 
inducement for discovering these features. Document 

(2) does describe a backwash filter device, but this 
device does not have a magnetic separator. Document 

(3) does describe a filter element having a rod- 
shaped magnetic separator, and the stripper plate is 
cleaned with the magnetic rod, but is moved 
hydraulically or pneumatically with a rod assembly. 
Claim 1 therefore meets the requirements of PCT 
Article 33(2) and (3). 



Form PCT/IS A/237 (Box No. V) (January 2004) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 

PCT/EP2004/003904 



dta'^!!lt'!.^^'"°r"* T" ^^'"^*<''«'> «8'"-<' '0 "O-^"?. invendve «ep or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanaUons supporting such statement 



3. Dependent claims 2 to 8 concern advantageous 

refinements of the invention and therefore also meet 
the requirements of PCT Article 33(2) and (3). 



Form PCT/ISA/237 (Box No. V) (January 2004) 



